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  www.responsibleuse.org  
 

User Reference Sheet 
This sheet offers a quick overview of the components and steps in the Responsible Use: Forest 
Biotechnology Principles.  Starting with broad directives at number one and progressing through 
specific aspects and finally to the public optional attestation of performance at number seven. 
 

  
Principles 
High-level guiding 
directives  
 

 
• Biotech trees will benefit people, the environment, or both 
• Risks and benefits of biotech trees will be assessed 
• Transparency is important - stakeholders will be engaged 
• Social equity and indigenous rights are important and will be respected  
• Biotech trees use must follow regulations of the appropriate country 
 

  
Value Chain 
Nine steps that 
encompass all 
biotech tree uses 
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Practices 
What to accomplish 
for each value chain 
step 
 

 
 
Complete all applicable practices 

  

  
Actions 
How to accomplish 
the practices 

 
 
Follow all actions 

 
 
          Optional 

 

  
Recommendations 
Optional actions that 
users are 
encouraged to take 
 

 
 
Follow as many 
recommendations as feasible 

 
 
          Optional 

 
 
         Optional 

  
Tools 
Templates and 
worksheets help 
users complete 
actions and 
recommendations 
 

 
 
Add additional information as 
necessary to achieve goals of the 
practices 

  

  
Attestation 
Alert the IFB of 
being In Accordance 
with these Principles 
 

 
 
Publicly attest to completing all 
steps and being In Accordance No 
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